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Why “Youth in a changing society”?

With more than 2 billion people under the age of 18, the world's population is young. At AER we know that young people have enthusiasm, imagination and energy to undertake regional actions, act as effective communicators in their communities and be involved at the European level. This insight comes from our member regions: when encouraged to act, young Europeans are thoughtful citizens capable of participating in and changing the society to which they belong. 

The aim of the AER Summer Schools 2011 will be to discuss resources, activities and the tools to enhance awareness, access to information and participation of young people in the global challenges faced by European regions. The proposed topics reflect interests of and youth-related activities run by AER member regions. The workshops will be prepared together with the AER Youth Regional Network
, a European platform of regional youth councils, parliaments and organisations from AER member regions. 

Topics & workshops

1. Youth participation in regional policy-making 

Politicians at various level of governance usually find it difficult to involve youth in their policy-making processes. Therefore during the workshop pros and cons of involving youth in regional decision-making through regional youth parliaments and councils will be discussed. The objective will be to showcase good practices in running regional youth councils and parliaments and to give concrete help to regions planning to set up such a regional youth council or planning to restructure the youth council they already have.

2. Youth in an e-networking society

Facebook, Twitter, YouTube - do young people and adults speak the same language? How can regions use social media to engage tech-savvy youth in regional democracy? What is already being done in this field? What are the consequences of “old boys” remaining excluded from the social networks and does it affect the efficient communication with youth? 
3. Learning by doing – a pragmatic approach to education 

In the 21st century European regions took a leading role in providing their youth with innovative education tools. This workshop will aim at presenting these tools to a wider public:  innovative regional apprenticeship and traineeship schemes and other possibilities of “learning by doing” schemes (i.e. volunteering, mobility schemes, student exchanges, education to entrepreneurship) will be discussed in great details. 
4. Education – a universal right 

Regions should be able to provide education facilities to all its youth, irrespective of social or economic background. The workshop will present various regional actions undertaken to reach out to socially and economically disadvantaged youth (migrant children, regional and cultural minorities).

5. Youth workers on the rise

Youth work is a relatively new term, yet with more funding opportunities provided by the EU, the job has proved more and more popular among EU regions. The workshop aims at presenting activities of youth workers in wider Europe, discussing challenges faced by youth workers as well as presenting European-level financial mechanisms aimed at supporting youth work at the regional level.
6. Youth & climate change

By joining the R20
, AER member regions reaffirmed their commitment to act against climate change. The next important step in ensuring the long-term effect of the regional actions in this field is to shape green mindsets among young people at the earliest possible stage. How to promote the use of renewable energy sources among youth? How to encourage sustainable lifestyles? How regional councils, youth parliaments and youth information centers can join their forces to find youthful solutions to fight climate change? 
7. Youth in green jobs

Green industries cannot be by-passed when speaking about fighting climate change. How to prepare our youth to work on green industries (agriculture, fisheries, forestry and sustainable tourism, etc.)? This workshop will aim at presenting how regions can promote green labour market among youth while encouraging youth to get proper skills for these jobs. 

8. New employee 2.0
The workshop will be hosted by the Swedish Summer entrepreneur project and the Roy Heiner academy. The Roy Heiner academy is a training institute. They are working in a nautical environment. 

Related activities

As a part of promotional activity before the Summer School, AER launches a movie competition for young people from AER member regions: Armed with digital cameras and their own creativity, young people across Europe prepare short films on the three topics of the AER Summer School 2011. The short films will be shown as an introduction to the workshops and at the AER website. The author of the best movie is invited to attend the Summer School and help AER’s Press and Communication department cover one of AER’s largest events. 

� More information about AER Youth Regional Network: � HYPERLINK "http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/youth" ��http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/youth� 


� More information is available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.aer.eu/news/2010/r20-sacramento.html" ��http://www.aer.eu/news/2010/r20-sacramento.html� 
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